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In Journey of the Mind: How Thinking Emerged From Chaos, Ogi Ogas and Sai Gaddam take the reader on a ride through the timeline of life on planet Earth. This kind of voyage has been presented before. Daniel Dennett gave us his Darwinian-inspired volume From Bacteria to Bach and Back in 2017, and, more recently, Joseph LeDoux published The Deep History of Ourselves, a version that focused on the neurocognitive elements (LeDoux, 2019). Ogas and Gaddam's account differs from these others in emphasis and style, though like Dennett and LeDoux they begin at the beginning with the appearance of the first living unicellular species archaea and bacteria, the prokaryotes.
I have several problems with the book, and they start with the subtitle. The approach to abiogenesis, or the origins of life, views the process as a measured, gradual transition in which organic molecules assembled into entities with cell membranes...
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